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our defenses and the men and women in
our military. Defense spending and de-
fense policy are frozen, and the changes
this House has insisted on in both the
Defense Authorization Act and the De-
fense Appropriations bill are stalled, to
the detriment of our defenses and our
men and women in uniform.

Secretary Mattis has written, ‘‘Long-
term CRs impact the readiness of our
forces and their equipment at a time
when security threats are extraor-
dinarily high. The longer the CR, the
greater the consequences for our
force.”

The risks are real, Mr. Speaker. We
see threats growing daily from North
Korea and Iran. The fight continues
against ISIS and against terror in Af-
ghanistan, and now we need to deploy
urgently needed resources to Puerto
Rico. There is no need to wait until De-
cember 8 to get a full-year Defense Ap-
propriations bill. I call on the Senate
to act promptly next week even and
get our troops funded.

———

ASSETS NEEDED IN PUERTO RICO
AND THE U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I am glad
President Trump listened to Secretary
Clinton and deployed the U.S. Naval
Ship Comfort to Puerto Rico, even
though it was 7 days after Hurricane
Maria destroyed the island. But Presi-
dent Trump must do more and do it
now.

Mr. Speaker, the President of the
United States has a moral and legal
duty to protect the well-being of our
citizens. That is why today, right now,
the President must order the Depart-
ment of Defense to deploy all available
assets to Puerto Rico and the Virgin
Islands to prevent this catastrophe
from getting worse.

The thousands of Puerto Ricans and
all of the Virgin Islanders I represent
deserve to know that our Nation’s pri-
ority is their well-being, their fami-
lies’, their friends’, and their fellow
citizens’ as well—American citizens.

——————

LETTER CARRIER DONTE COTTON
IS A HERO

(Mr. TURNER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TURNER. Mr. Speaker, I first
want to welcome STEVE SCALISE back
to this House floor. The strength of his
message shows why he is such a hero to
us all.

I also want to tell the story of an-
other hero, one from my congressional
district in Dayton, Ohio.

On April 5, 2016, letter carrier Donte
Cotton saw an overturned car that had
collided with a pole. The driver told
Donte her child was inside the car. Act-
ing on immediate instinct, Donte
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crawled through broken glass to rescue
the baby from the car. Both the mother
and the child were taken to the hos-
pital and treated for minor injuries.

In August of last year, Donte again
found himself in the right place at the
right time; again, on his letter car-
rying route.

While on his normal mail delivery
route, an elderly woman, whose home
had just been invaded, ran up to Donte
seeking help. Donte drove the woman
to a nearby police cruiser, ensuring her
safety.

His courage is being rewarded this
week by the National Association of
Letter Carriers, which has given Donte
its 2017 Central Area Hero Award.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank
Donte for his acts of true heroism in
our community.

————
PASS THE DREAM ACT

(Ms. GABBARD asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, Josue
Fuentes was brought to Hawaii from El
Salvador when he was 13 years old,
where he was escaping rampant gang
violence and domestic abuse at home.

He went to high school in Honolulu,
made friends, got a job. But no matter
what he did, he couldn’t escape the
dark shadow cast on his future because
of his immigration status.

Josue describes DACA as a weight
lifted from his back. He was empowered
to apply for college. He bought a home
and pursued opportunities that any of
us would want for our children.

Today, he is a small business owner.
He owns a landscaping company, he
volunteers at his local church, and con-
tinues to give back to the Kaneohe
community that he calls home.

I urge my colleagues to sign a dis-
charge petition to bring the Dream Act
to the floor for a vote so we can pass a
permanent solution for Josue and mil-
lions of DREAMers across the country.
Our Nation made a promise to these
young men and women. We must up-
hold that promise.

————

CERTIFY THAT IRAN IS IN FULL
COMPLIANCE WITH THE JCPOA

(Mr. CONNOLLY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to call upon President Trump to
certify that Iran is in full compliance
with the JCPOA, otherwise known as
the Iran nuclear agreement. To decer-
tify at this time will destabilize the
ability of the United States to engage
in international agreements, especially
those we initiated ourselves.

Our credibility is on the line, espe-
cially given the fact that the IAEA and
the United Nations and the United
States Government have certified that
Iran is in compliance. It is in compli-
ance on its centrifuges, enriched ura-
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nium, the production of the plutonium
reactor itself.

We want to make sure that we don’t
have a second nuclear front by decerti-
fying Iran. It is important to the
United States’ interests, to the secu-
rity of the world, and the security of
Israel that this agreement be certified
as in compliance.

HONORING CHINESE GENERAL SUN
LI-JEN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. KHANNA) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader.

Mr. KHANNA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the late Chinese Gen-
eral Sun Li-jen. He was known as the
ever-victorious general, and fought
with valor against Axis forces in
Burma during World War II.

General Sun’s strategies on the bat-
tlefield were a combination of tradi-
tional Chinese military theory and
American military training. He was an
important ally for the United States
and a popular figure among his people.

He was born in Anhui, China, and was
the son of a Confucian scholar. He
moved to the United States to attend
Purdue University on a Boxer Indem-
nity Scholarship, and graduated with a
degree in civil engineering.

As China fell deeper into political up-
heaval and war, General Sun believed
he could be more useful as a soldier
than as an engineer. He went on to at-
tend the Virginia Military Institute,
where he faced prejudice from other ca-
dets.

When he returned to China, he ad-
vanced to the rank of colonel. In one of
his earliest battles in World War II, he
led troops to the defense of Shanghai
and was wounded while leading his own
men to safety.

After recovering from his injuries, he
established a military training camp in
southern China. The men at the camp
were trained in both Eastern and West-
ern military strategy.

General Sun is internationally re-
nowned for his extraordinary service
during the Battle of Yenangyaung in
1942. He saved the British First Burma
Division by leading a regiment in a
flanking maneuver. His bravery pro-
tected Allied forces from encirclement
by the Imperial Japanese Army.

During this battle, General Sun was
also given command of a small group
from the British Second Royal Tanks,
making him the first Chinese officer to
command British troops.

In recognition of his victory in
Burma, he was knighted by the United
Kingdom and awarded the Legion of
Merit by Franklin Delano Roosevelt.
He was a friend of American Generals
MacArthur and Eisenhower.

In the report that recommended Gen-
eral Sun for the Legion of Merit, the
U.S. War Department wrote the fol-
lowing: ‘“‘For exceptionally meritorious
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